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Executive Summary 
¶ Fortitude Ranch (FR) is an essential service that is leveraging a tradable cryptocurrrency token 

for advance membership sales to fund expansion to provide more people with a cost effective, 

affordable means to survive a collapse. 

¶ FR CEO is Dr. Drew Miller, a retired USAF Reserve Colonel and intelligence officer, Masters 

Degree and PhD from Harvard University, former DoD think tank and Pentagon Senior 

Executive Service, Vice President of Securities America, blockchain business consultant, and 

author of articles on a major threat we face today:  bioengineered viral pandemics 

¶ FR is a large survival community that can keep members spread out (virus protection) with 

sufficient size to deter/defeat marauder attacks and raise crops/livestock.  We are fully equipped 

to survive any type of disaster and long-term loss of law and order, managed by full time staff.  

FR is affordable because of large numbers of members and economies of scale. 

¶ FR is especially attractive to join because it is a recreation/vacation facility as well as a survival 

retreat.  We locate in remote locations in mountains and forests, ideal for hiking, fishing, 

hunting, and all types of outdoor recreation. 

 

¶ The advance sale of Fortitude Ranch memberships will fund our expansion from two existing 

sites to a dozen sites across the United States, and an international location.  Our cryptocurrency 

token, called a Fortitude, gives you a discount price on Fortitude Ranch membership, protection 

from membership price increases, and priority in joining FR when there is a waiting list. 

¶ Historically ICOs have funded development of new blockchain technology. The Fortitude 

Ranch Initial MemberCoin Offering (IMO) marks a turning point in ICOsðfunding existing 



Fortitude Ranch Initial MemberCoin Offering White Paper, Nov 2017 3 

 

companies applying blockchain technology. Blockchain technology is very valuable for FR to 

keep our member identities and their security passwords for crisis entry into Fortitude Ranch 

locations absolutely secure, for voting and polling using blockchain, and for the issue and 

trading of ñFortitudesòðour cryptocurrency token for discount, priority membership purchase. 

¶ FR has a large property in West Virginia, partially built, where we did a successful sales test 

that proved our ñcountry club membershipò concept works.  Land for our second facility in 

Colorado has been purchased, but is not built out. 

¶ Unlike most ICOs offering tokens for services or businesses that do not yet exist, FR is an 

established, market tested, proven company. There is no R&D or business development 

spending needed for this business, just rolling out the proven business plan by building out our 

existing WV and CO sites, and expanding to new locations across the U.S. and overseas. 

¶ FR provides the best means of keeping you alive during a collapse, at a much more affordable 

price than alternatives.  Other survival and preparedness companies offer underground bunkers 

with blast doors that are expensive, unnecessary for the remote locations we use, and for people 

crowded together in small bunkers, unsafe in the event of a virus or severe marauder problems. 

¶ By purchasing Fortitude membership tokens you are not committed to joining FR, but you lock 

in a discounted price to buy in when youôre ready with priority in line when a wait list forms.  If 

you decide FR is definitely not for you then you can sell your tokens, probably at a higher price 

than what you paid for them during our IMO. 

¶ We expect FR tokens to grow in value and price 

because they are sold at discount to current 

membership price and membership prices will  rise 

over time (while Fortitude owners have the low 

price locked in).  During a major crisis or media 

reports on developing threats, demand for 

membership in FR will surge beyond our capacity, 

and the price of Fortitudes will likely spike since 

those who want to get in will need Fortitudes to 

have first place in the wait list.  

¶ A maximum of 150,000 Fortitudes will be sold, 

and an additional 20% for company reserve and 

later sale.  No further Fortitudes will be issued and 

the number will decline as they are used to 

purchase FR membership. 

¶ FR is a unique business that escapes the 

traditional risk-profit tradeoff:  we are a high 

return low risk investment. We are what Nassim Taleb, financial expert and author of The Black 

Swan: the Impact of the Highly Improbable, calls an ñanti-fragile businessò since our sales and 

the value of FR membership will surge when most of the stock market collapses.   

¶ A pandemic is inevitable, with bioengineering, nuclear proliferation, nanotechnology, artificial 

intelligence, and many other new technologies increasing the capability of a small nation state, 

terrorist group, or even an individual to trigger a huge disaster. 

¶ Our ñJust in Time Deliveryò economy, daily food shipments in cities, and dependent 

populations, are very vulnerable to a collapse in a functioning economy and loss of law and 

order that could last for months or years.  Food delivery trucks will not come into big cities 

during a pandemic, electric outage, or other disasters that trigger panic and lawlessness. 
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¶ Rather than focusing on these growing threats and protecting the population, Big Government is 

focused on buying votes and increasing its power via entitlement programs and regulations 

shaped by Big Corporations.  In the United States these are largely unconstitutional laws that 

ignore the 10th Amendment to the Constitution which bans any federal government exercise of 

power that is not specifically mentioned in the Constitution. 

¶ While Governments have shelters for their top leadership and priority protection from police, 

they are not working to protect citizens from collapse disasters.  

¶ Everyone needs to be a ñPrepper,ò taking steps to ensure family and friends can survive a long-

term collapse of a functioning economy and loss of law and order.  

¶ In accordance with Blockchain and Libertarian philosophy, the way ahead for responsible 

citizens is to create survivable communities that respect and protect individual freedom by 

leveraging blockchain, cryptocurrency, and collective action of independent groups. 

¶ The FR IMO promotes blockchain and cryptocurrency by emphasizing the value of tokens for 

advance membership purchase where future customers may want flexibility in the timing of 

their purchase or ease in gifting the locked in price and priority placement Fortitudes provide.  

This is why we ñcoinedò the term: ñInitial MemberCoin Offering,ò making it clear this is a 

utility token, an advance purchase of a priority right to buy discounted price membership in FR.  

¶ FR IMO Advisors include Charlie Shrem, a bitcoin pioneer and COO of Jaxx digital wallet, 

James Barry, a former IBM executive and blockchain expert, Larry Hall, the CEO of Survival 

Condo, the most successful survival services company, and Michael Johns, former White House 

speechwriter and co-founder of the Tea Party Movement. 

¶ People uncomfortable dealing with cryptocurrency tokens can purchase our token with US 

Dollars via check or bank wire.  FR will maintain custody of your tokens for you, and if you 

later decide you want to maintain them in your own digital wallet we will transfer them to you. 
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Section 1:  The Need for a Survival Community 
A natural or bioengineered pandemic is Inevitable.  This and many Other Disasters 
Could Trigger a Collapse in Economic Activity and Widespread, Long-Lasting Loss of 
Law and Order 
While Dec 7, 1941, the day which ñwill live in infamyò is considered the worst disaster the United 

States has ever suffered, the coming pandemic that experts regard as ñinevitableò will lead to deaths 

and suffering that dwarf Pearl Harbor, 9/11, and the worst wars this country has ever fought.  The 

global pandemic will probably be the worst disaster mankind has experienced. 

Biotechnology that promises great new treatments and advances in medicine is also going to be 

used to design deadly new viruses that could wipe out most of mankind. New technologies like 

bioengineering enable a small terrorist group or even one dedicated individual to modify and release 

a new virus that could cause a pandemic and collapse in economic activity and law and order that 

yields marauding and mass starvation.   

 

The risks of bioterrorism and biowarfare are growing rapidly with advances in DNA engineering 

technology, overpopulation, and unrestricted international air travel. Bioengineering enables a small 

terrorist group or even one dedicated individual to modify and release a new virus that could cause a 

pandemic and collapse in economic activity and law and order that yields marauding and mass 

starvation that might kill additional millions. A host of experts say bioengineered viral pandemics 

are inevitable. 

See Attachment 1 for quotes from studies and experts on the ñinevitableò pandemic.     

Download attachments at https://www.fortituderanch.com/initial-membercoin-offering/ 



Fortitude Ranch Initial MemberCoin Offering White Paper, Nov 2017 8 

 

Dr. Tara OóToole, former director of Johns Hopkins University Center for Civilian Biodefense 

Strategies, in testimony to Congress, warned: ñWe are in the midst of a bioscientific revolution that 

will make building and using biological weapons even more deadly and increasingly easy. . . .   

Preventing either a natural epidemic or a bioterrorist attack is, unfortunately, unlikely. Therefore, 

the nationôs ability to rapidly and effectively respond in the face of a biosecurity crisis should be a 

central pillar in our biosecurity strategy.  The nationôs response to an outbreak must be designed to 

prevent potentially destabilizing social, economic, and political consequences, in addition to 

preventing illness and death on a large scale.ò  Later in her testimony she warns that ñthe country 

will have to confront the specter of covert bio attacks using heretofore unanticipated bioengineered 

agents.ò  She then makes the statement ñWe are already living in the age of bioengineering.  

Scientists estimate that in five years it will be possible to synthesize any virus from non-living 

components.ò1  

Avian Flu modified to be human to human transmissible could cause a pandemic that kills a billion 

people.2  Bioengineered viruses are the ideal weapon.  Compared to nuclear weapons they are more 

deadly, orders of magnitude cheaper and easier to create and launch, and, most importantly, offer 

the ability to attack with impunity to retaliation since we may not know and canôt prove who 

released the virus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i03iKilhz8I&index=3&list=LLYKRYzntccbPxA0KhsnyJvQ 

Fortitude Ranchôs founder and CEO, Dr. Drew Miller, a retired USAF Reserve Colonel and 

intelligence officer, wrote an article about the bioengineered viral pandemic threat published in The 

American Interest in December 2016 warning that a small group of people deliberately spreading a 

lethal new virus would quickly shut down most economic activity and trigger a collapse with 

widespread, long-lasting law and order that could kill a billion people or more.3 

       Download Attachment 2 to read Dr. Millerôs article on bioengineered pandemics 

                                                
1 Dr. Tara OôToole, April 2006 testimony to Congress, ñProject Bioshield Reauthorization Issuesò 
2 Thomas Inglesby, Anita Cicero and D.A. Henderson, ñThe Risk of Engineering a Highly Transmissible H5N1 Virus,ò 
Biosecurity and Bioterrorism:  Biodefense Strategy, Practice and Science, Vol 10, No. 1, 2012 

3 Dr. Drew Miller, The Age of Designer Plagues,ò The American Interest, Nov-Dec 2016 

A video on the 

bioengineered viral 

pandemic threat and 

how it could result in a 

collapse of economic 

activity and widespread 

loss of law and order is 

available at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i03iKilhz8I&index=3&list=LLYKRYzntccbPxA0KhsnyJvQ
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If itôs a lone terrorist or lunatic launching the virus, it may not spread far before we detect it and 

limit the devastation.  If itôs a nation like Iran, spreading a bioengineered virus with high lethality 

and transmissibility, with a long period where carriers are contagious but not suffering from the 

illness or symptoms, the virus might kill millions, leaving survivors in a disastrous state of collapse 

that could last for years inflicting even higher fatalities. 

Some Iranian Revolutionary Guards may decide that rather than spending billions for a low 

probability of success launching a small nuclear attack that would bring devastating retaliation to 

Iran, they should prepare a human transmissible form of avian flu and spread the virus in Israel and 

the United States.  They spread a virus in busy airports that acts slowly, with infected people 

contagious for a few days but not showing symptoms.  By the time the CDC detects and issues a 

warning it would be too late:  millions of Americans would be infected in not just every state; but 

probably most towns and cities.  Quarantine will be impossible; the virus will keep spreading. 
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Will the pandemic 

spread back to Iran?  

Yes, but they have 

both time to 

quarantine, and may 

have developed a 

vaccine before they 

released it.  We wonôt 

be able to prove who 

did this.  North Korea 

would be ideally 

situated to not just 

survive, but benefit 

from a global 

pandemic.  North 

Korea would be little 

affected by a 

pandemic, while 

South Korea and the 

United States would be devastated.   

Bioengineered viral pandemics are not a future threat, but a present risk that is growing since it is 

increasingly easier to modify an existing pathogen to make it more lethal or transmissible (a 

Genetically Modified Organism, GMO).  There are groups like ñDo It Yourself Bioò (diybio.com) 

that enable individuals (including terrorists) to do bioengineering in their garage.   

A National Defense University study concluded that ñthere are tangible opportunities for many 

potential adversaries to acquire, modify, and then manufacture to scale a potential GMO 

pathogen.ò4  Other scientists and experts have warned that biotechnology and genetically modified 

organisms may be an ñexistential threatò that could kill off most of our species.5      

Itôs too late to stop the spread of biotechnology and its inevitable misuse, and just a question of 

when and how bad bioengineered viral pandemics will be.   

Many other new technologies, as well as natural disasters (asteroid strike, super volcano, natural 

pandemics, etc.) could lead to not just an initial huge loss of life, but disrupt food production and 

shipment, lead to economic collapse and widespread loss of law and order.  For example, our 

electric system is very vulnerable, fragile, and if transformers are destroyed we will  be without 

power not for days, but months or years.  Neither the economy or law enforcement will be able to 

operate effectively when the main electric system is out. 

 

                                                
4 National Defense University, Center for Technology and National Security Policy, ñAnalysis of the Threat of 
Genetically Modified Organisms for Biological Warfare,ò May 2011 
5 Dr. Ray Kurzweil, a leading scientist and futurist, member of the Army Science Advisory Group, quoted in 

instapundit.com, Sep 2, 2005; Dr. Ray Kurzweil, cited by Paul Boutin, ñBiowar for Dummies: How hard is it to build 

your own weapon of mass destruction? We take a crash course in supervirus engineering to find out,ò July 11, 2006, 

originally published on Paul Boutin blog February 22, 2006. Reprinted with permission on KurzweilAI.net July 11, 

2006 
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       Download Attachment 3 to read about threats to the Electric Grid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The proliferation of nuclear weapons is likely to get worse, not just because of North Korea and 

Iran, but advances in technology which will inevitably lead to much easier, harder to detect means 

to enrich uranium or other fuel. Both the lessons of history and the nature of man suggest that 

sooner or later, nuclear weapons will be used again, in a far more devastating manner.  As Martin 

Luther King wrote, ñOur scientific power has outrun our spiritual power. We have guided missiles 

and misguided men.ò6 

We are not prepared for surviving a viral pandemic, major electromagnetic pulse (EMP) strike, 

nuclear war, or other disasters.  Our complex, interdependent economy may quickly collapse with 

people not showing up for work if a deadly virus is spreading.  Some people will loot and raid for 

food and water.  Many other major threats and ñtrigger disaster eventsò that could lead to a collapse 

in the economy, loss of law & order are growing in probability while our ability to recover from 

disruptions falls.  Experts at a Global Catastrophic Risk Conference in 2008 estimated a 19% 

chance of human extinction over the next century.7   Oxford Professor Nick Bostrom wrote that ñthe 

balance of evidence is such that it would appear unreasonable not to assign a substantial probability 

to the hypothesis that an existential disaster will do us in.  My subjective opinion is that setting this 

probability lower than 25% would be misguided, and the best estimate may be considerably 

higher.ò8 

        

 

Download Attachment 4 for a list of 45 known disaster events that could lead to a 

collapse in economic activity and widespread loss of law and order  

                                                
6 Martin Luther King Jr., Strength to Love, 1963 
7 Cited in Sandberg, A. & Bostrom, N. (2008): ñGlobal Catastrophic Risks Surveyò, Technical Report #2008-1, Future 

of Humanity Institute, Oxford University 
8 Professor Nick Bostrom, Oxford University, ñExistential Risks: Analyzing Human Extinction Scenarios and Related 

Hazards,ò Journal of Evolution and Technology, 2002 

 

Videos on threats to the electric system are available at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ga7k28k3Vc4&t=175s 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?301046-1/electromagnetic-pulse-threat 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ga7k28k3Vc4&t=175s
https://www.c-span.org/video/?301046-1/electromagnetic-pulse-threat
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Our Just in Time Delivery economy, daily food shipments in cities, and dependent 
populations are very vulnerable to a collapse 
ñCollapseò is defined as a cessation of most economic activity and widespread lack of law and 

order, for a prolonged period of time, with very high fatalities (millions).  In the Event of a 

pandemic, long term power loss, or other major disasters it is likely that more people will die from 

the aftermath, the loss of food distribution and law and order, than the direct fatalities from the 

ñtrigger event.ò   

As bad as the virus may be, the resulting collapse in economic activity and loss of law and order 

could kill more people than the pandemic.  Nassim Taleb, author of The Black Swan: the Impact of 

the Highly Improbable, and other experts have warned that in the pursuit of maximum profit and 

high technology, we have built a very fragile economic system with ñjust in timeò deliveries.  Taleb 

warned specifically of a global pandemic: ñThis pointðthat things have a bias to appear more 

stable and less risky in the past, leading us to surprisesðneeds to be taken seriously, particularly in 

the medical field. The history of epidemics, narrowly studied, does not suggest the risks of the great 

plague to come that will dominate the planet.ò9  Unlike the largely rural, resilient population that 

weathered the 1918 flu pandemic (a low lethality virus), our urbanized society, dependent on 

electricity, daily deliveries of food coming long distances, central water supply systems, is a 

dependent population that may face both a much worse virus and economy in total collapse with 

widespread loss of law and order. 

When a pandemic hits, law and order will probably vanish in many cities as people panic, food 

stores are quickly sold out or looted, law enforcement resources get stretched, and some exploit the 

situation.  Food truck drivers will quickly realize that itôs too dangerous to drive into cities or on 

long trips; too much risk of either catching the virus, or getting attacked by marauders after food.  

Even in Katrina, a relatively minor disaster, the looting and violence scarred truck drivers, with 

                                                
9Nassim Taleb, The Black Swan:  the Impact of the Highly Improbable, 2nd edition, Random House, 2010, p. 354.  
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many refusing to go into New Orleans without military escort.10 Many New Orleans police officers 

deserted the city.   

The risk of collapse is high and rising because of six bad trends: 

 

For example, a former CIA Director and head of the EMP Commission warned in 2017 that a North 

Korean EMP attack, delivered by one nuclear weapon exploding in the atmosphere over the U.S., 

could destroy our electrical system and yield a ñsocietal collapseò that kills 90% of the U.S. 

population:  ña single warhead delivered by North Korean satellite could blackout the national 

electric grid and other life-sustaining critical infrastructures for over a yearðkilling 9 of 10 

Americans by starvation and societal collapse.ò11  

With a largely rural population and relatively little, slow international travel, the plague wiped out 

about one third of Europeôs population in the Middle Ages.  Today, over half of the worldôs 7 

billion people live in cities, visited daily by international travelers.  Unlike the Middle Ages, people 

today have better sanitation and health care, but are much more urbanized and densely packed 

together, sustained by food and water that arrives from distant locations, relying on delivery 

systems and economic operations that will shut down if there is a lethal contagious virus spreading 

and people understandably not reporting to work. Even people with the courage to face the risk may 

change their mind when they realize they could bring a fatal virus home to infect their families.  

Those that do keep working, medics and police in particular, are likely to catch the virus. We should 

                                                
10 ñThe Federal Response To Hurricane Katrina:  Lessons Learned,ò Feb 2006, written by DHS, released by George 

Bush White House; ñA Failure of Initiative:  Final Report of the Select Bipartisan Committee to Investigate the 

Preparation for and Response to Hurricane Katrina,ò 109th Congress, Feb 15, 2006 
11  
























































































